Free movement of persons (FMP) Campaign Launch

On the 27" of July 2010, in Gaborone — the headquarters of SADC, the SADC Council of NGOs will launch
a campaign on the free movement of SADC citizens within the region. The main objective of the FMP
Campaign is to call upon SADC and Member States to scale up action towards the elimination of all
obstacles to the free movement of people in the region, in line with Article 5 (2 d) of the Declaration and
Treaty of SADC.

The campaign is a result of consultations and country case studies in which a number of challenges to
free movement of citizens within the region were identified. These include: unnecessary VISA
requirements for short term visits; instability and consequent insecurity; harassment of migrants —
particularly rail and road users; congestion and corruption at border posts; slow progress in the signing
and ratification of the SADC Protocol on the Facilitation of Movement of Persons; economic and political
disparities; incoherent and diverse migration policies compounded by lack of a regional migration policy
framework; poor transportation infrastructure; poor service standards by some immigration and
customs officials and xenophobic tendencies by some member states.

The campaign, for a start, calls for the signing, ratification and implementation of the SADC Protocol on
the Facilitation of Movement of Persons.

Objectives of the Campaign
The main objectives of the launch are:-

1 To call upon SADC and Member States to scale up action towards the elimination of all obstacles
to the free movement of people in the region.

I To open up multi-stakeholder public dialogue on the urgency to sign, ratify and implement the
Protocol on the Facilitation of Movement of Persons.

 To promote people to people solidarity, togetherness and a sense of common identity in
pursuant of the SADC vision of a common future, within a regional community that will ensure
economic well-being, improvement of the standards of living and quality of life, freedom and
social justice; peace and security for the peoples of Southern Africa Development Community
(SADC) Region.

Structure of the Launch

The launch will assume a high level, but interactive dinner style taking place from 6pm to 10pm. Senior
Officials of SADC Secretariat, relevant Ministers in Botswana and African Ambassadors based in
Botswana have been invited to grace the occasion. The SADC-CNGO Free movement of Persons policy
paper and the key findings and recommendations from country consultations will be presented. Civil
society representatives and other stakeholders interested in attending should contact SADC-CNGO.

Contact details
Bob Libert Muchabaiwa, Programme Coordinator

SADC Council of NGOs, Plot 18682, Phase 2, Gaborone, Botswana
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